


In Memoriam: Dr Volker Beck

We were deeply saddened to learn of the loss of Volker Beck in late
December 2017. Volker Beck was a dedicated advocate of biological
disarmament, who many of us in the NGO community had the privilege to
work alongside for many years.

There are few people in the world who have participated in as many BWC
meetings in Geneva as Volker Beck. He was involved in the protocol
negotiations from the very beginning. He was there when the ‘intersessional
process’ was invented. He played a major part in efforts to improve the
CBM s so that they really would build confidence, and, in more recent
initiatives, to open biodefence facilities to reassure peers in the
international community of their compliance with the BWC. And while he
claimed to have retired after the 7" Review Conference in 2011, he still
appeared from time to time, and was also present at the last BWC meeting
in December, active as always.

Volker Beck was an experts’ expert, and he shared his extensive knowledge

and experience willingly. He always had very clear ideas about the direction
in which the BWC, and biosecurity policy more generally, should travel. He
had equally clear ideas about the practical steps that could and should be

taken to get there. Volker Beck often spoke bluntly, but with humor and a

twinkle in his eye, and always with great conviction. Listening to him, it was
obvious that for him the BWC was much more than a ‘job’ that needed to

be done and whose conferences you had to attend. He had a passion for
this treaty and his departure leaves a tremendous vacuum in the field of

biological disarmament. He will be deeply missed.

Written by Una Becker and Filippa Lentzos
on behalf of the BWC NGO community
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TRIBUTE TO DR VOLKER BECK

Volker was one of the BWC’s most faithful and energetic supporters. It was a
privilege to know him and to witness his many contributions to reinforcing the
treaty regime. He was an outspoken advocate of a stronger BWC and an
outspoken critic of those who would obstruct it. For us NGO people, his presence
was always reassuring as a familiar face at BWC meetings and a constant source
of encouragement.

| remember his reaction when the first week of the VEREX session held in March/
April 1992 got off to a bad start. He had come to Geneva all set for an expert

study of verification techniques applicable to the BWC. The VEREX experts had
been mandated by the Third Review Conference to examine this subject from a
scientific and technical viewpoint. But Volker was exasperated to find that very

few delegations were suitably staffed with the required expertise for this task. He
expressed his disappointment in his usual blunt manner. Then, again typically of
Volker, once that first week’s deadlock between competing expectations of the
nature of the exercise had been overcome he worked hard to make a success of

VEREX in the remaining sessions through 1992-1993.

What he disliked — and what he had seen happening at the start of VEREX — was
people playing politics with the BWC. He saw this treaty as far too important for
that. It needed practical solutions which made scientific and technical sense. So
he took a practical approach to the work on Confidence-Building Measures
between the Sixth and Seventh Review Conferences when like-minded
governments, academics and NGOs joined in Geneva Forum seminars at Jongny-
sur-Vevey and elsewhere to identify improvements which could make the CBMs
more useful after 2011. After twenty years’ experience some CBMs needed
refining, some deleting, and all bringing up to date in concept and operation, if
they were to have practical value in actually building confidence. Volker played a
central role in this intricate exercise, coordinating contributions from many
participants and steering several of the resulting proposals into the consensus
outcome of the Seventh Review Conference, although other proposals remained
unadopted. With characteristic determination he continued to encourage
governments and NGOs to persevere in their efforts to strengthen the CBMs and
other aspects of the BWC to make it an effective instrument of biological
disarmament.

He will be greatly missed.
Nicholas A Sims
Emeritus Reader in International Relations
London School of Economics & Political Science (LSE)

University of London

n.sims@Ilse.ac.uk
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In memory of Volker Beck

I have long and happy memories of working with Volker Beck, primarily in
Geneva, to strengthen the effectiveness of the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention. We had a similar background in that we had both
come from the Ministry of Defence in our respective countries and we both
developed a passion for doing whatever we could to encourage the States

Parties in Geneva to make progress towards a stronger and more effective
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.

One of my earliest memories of our collaboration is from the early 1990s
when Volker and I were invited by Ambassador Tibor Toth of Hungary to
participate in VEREX, an Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts open to
all States Parties to identify and examine potential verification measures
from a scientific and technical standpoint. VEREX met four times in 1992
and 1993 and the report issued on 8 June 1993 (BWC/CONF.III/VEREX/6
— available on the UNO Geneva BWC website) records Volker’s specific
contributions on page 41 on Evaluation Ground-Based Surveillance and on
page 111 on Types and Quantities of Microbial and other Biological Agents
and Toxins, followed immediately on page 119 by the contribution of Ake
Bovallius and myself on Measures in Combination.

Both Volker and I continued working on the Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention after we retired from our respective employment by our
Ministries of Defence and our collaboration continued as we shared our firm
belief that the BTWC could and should be strengthened to enhance
international safety and security.

,lfy.J\Aw M

Graham S. Pearson

Former Director-General and Chief Executive of the Chemical and
Biological Defence Establishment, Porton Down, United Kingdom 1984 —
1995.

Honorary Visiting Professor of International Security, Division of Peace
Studies, University of Bradford, United Kingdom 1996 —2017.
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Embajada de la India
Avenida Pio XI1, 80-32
28016 Madrid, Spain

MAD/AMB/05/08/2018 August 8, 2018

Excellency,

[t is with great sadness that | learnt of the passing away of Dr. Volker
Beck, a long-time Member of the German Delegation to the BWC meetings in
Geneva. | had the privilege of working with Dr. Beck over two decades -
between 1997 and 2016 and greatly benefitted from his insights on finding
the right balance between the imperatives of science and the demands of
diplomacy. He was greatly respected for his dedication and professionalism
and would be missed by the BWC Community.

Through you, Excellency, I convey my deep condolences to his family,
friends and the German Delegation to the BWC.

With assurances of my highest consideration, I remain,

Yours sincerely,
[

(D.B. Venkatesh Varma)

H.E. Mr Peter Beerwerth

Ambassador & Permanent Representative of Germany
Conference on Disarmament

Geneva

TELEPHONE: +34-913098871, 913008873, 91309887+, 913008875 FANX: +34-013 451752, 918431 11¢
EMAIL: amb.madridi@ mea.gov.in



Volker Beck was a very important source of inspiration for
many of us scientists working on methods and strategies
to improve biological arms control. His encyclopaedic
knowledge of the BTWC, his passion during discussions to
fight for the cause (and not against people) as well as his
big-hearted support of newbies starting to work on
biological arms control issues - all this we miss very
deeply.

Our memories are with you, Volker.

Mirko Himmel, University of Hamburg
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A tribute to Volker

Volker was a constant for me at BWC meetings since I first began
attending in 2005.

We worked closely together, alongside Swiss and Norwegian colleagues,

to convene the CBM seminar series in 2009-2010, to consult widely, and

to present a set of proposals to the 2011 Review Conference for revisions
to the CBM mechanism. At the time, it was the one area where we

judged states could actually agree on a practical step to build confidence.

Later, in 2016, I worked again with Volker, this time in a more receptive
multilateral environment to building confidence through practical steps.
Volker was part of the team inviting me to take part in the peer review
exercise of the Bundeswehr Institute of Microbiology in Munich, as the
only civil society observer alongside 20 government experts. He always
saw the value of state and NGO partnerships.

Volker was knowledgeable and experienced, and I had the utmost respect
for him and his determination to strengthen the BWC. I also got on well
with him on a personal level. He always took an interest in my family, and
whenever I saw him he would ask how my girls were doing -- the eldest of
which he had warmly welcomed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Berlin when she was just a baby, and generously tolerated her sitting
through our two-day meeting.

My last memory of Volker is sitting in a bar at Moscow airport waiting for
our delayed flight to Sochi, with Volker entertaining our small group of
BWC travelers with exotic stories of his time on the ground securing
biological facilities in the post-Soviet world.

Volker may be gone, but there are parts of him in this treaty, in its
evolution and in our common understandings of it, that will always be
with us. He was a remarkable colleague who did a great service to our

community.

B

Filippa Lentzos
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) (2002-2011)
King’s College London (2012-present)
University of London



| had the pleasure to meet Volker several times and
endorse with him a common vision on the proliferation
dimensions of the edging biotechnologies and life
sciences.

Volker was a sort of living memory on the history of the
BWC regime and on the continuous challenges against it
due to the tremendous S&T developments in the life
sciences.

Kindest regards,
Maurizio Martellini, Landau Network Fondazione Volta
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Saddened to hear of the passing of Volker.

A busy doyen of biological disarmament issues,
who nonetheless made time to talk to younger
scholars and did so with both wisdom and, no less
importantly, wit.

James Revill, University of Sussex
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[ had the pleasure of working with Volker for the
best part of 30 years and will miss him deeply.

Bob Mathews, Australia



| met Volker Beck for the first time in January 1991 in
Bonn. Over the years, we met on numerous occasions,
and | worked with him in German delegations to BWC
Review Conferences. Never before or afterwards | met a
person that was capable to exactly analyze the positions
and strategies of all the delegations present in the Palais
des Nations. He was simply brilliant in that regard.

One experience | will never forget is when, on the
occasion of the 2001 BWC Review Conference, John
Bolton came to Geneva to tell the delegations that the US
wanted to end the mandate of the Ad Hoc Group to
negotiate a BWC additional protocol. Apparently, the US
had not consulted anybody in advance, including the UK.
In the aftermath of this experience, | think Volker Beck
played a very important role to save the BWC and to
initiate what later became the intersessional process.

Oliver Thranert, Center for Security Studies, ETH Zrich



Joh 4;:/1, ‘Eh&&é dwééczx {L(‘Z—c w%«, C/@g

teh Voo Ypllee Seck aedonmt [ 4.
Aot Lo de A)ese /52) 4 |

cguécéés»f Pt
b5 2, 0% Vet fos €ee ~

%w% n /MXM
Cler Vo lbor

IR fee W s Creccr, ﬂié Sovbaile le W% dire eLeove

. Cosubben o -ablo N A fPa Z—L_%/:”—“QQ
/ywaw,g Asieih R o /L/fb%%@
e tue late Anesie Lloka %._m ef e
Ve, Hove les dreverce ofe cotle G e L,
&»“S’ e T2 y‘»of;udoﬂ«ue.wf Lo s o ree” !/
Al agﬂw ﬁchfgaﬁamfﬁ%f“ Co Yo
Aesuive Ues e dire _ T ae e &L‘fke_u_/‘
/(j’(a(!a*e.:qla L oeu £ \(\q'&‘m\t;a :._Q.J\JCDAS
& ﬁ'kwvr,

%ﬁ/{iaﬁxm&—ehwr JQﬂLQMM

ﬂqQ&{ Daevs/ - f)cLW B




Ol oJreELs
A s s e Loper~s LA 4‘)"‘/’—%

Livcopr e coss oF A {JESH Pecposg

AD ?000 . D

/“\@@Wﬁc L W% e LiRAW
Comna olia £>\M 20\8 _ DJ;MJM Neakgees

PSE g ngg » F\MI/-MMAL,




o W#%AM%OM VZD/?”L ;
iy /Z/in more an A0 pE4A5, N sfudied]

pext o
a/w%::gm,w}msw G Biess -
we all’ U4 }M}M/br%«w./

Wenre Vil 57

RS
/36»\}#""‘:)‘ S?{\Y\WOL\j/

%\/\ TQ )\n H”Q'Ver

)k
MR L TR

@:\\M%‘S GT\N \a,J\A,\r Th W ea L

VAL Vel ker

« A7
3, BwC (A 2 75 Q7 e
9?'}’\\ 3 i M35

cit ?‘.(ff’lil =

q{/ﬂq,

v\\\h& ?,,\r;\ofﬂ"l'c\—
Yot Jerg

( P,(. ;(lt oi lCcY'fq
%(‘ r\o‘c\ O"él%/z



We were So sad to hoor o] tha

Succen deadh ol Mprs S
C@LLQDL_{}MQ_ Volikcer Reck  We haodl

both tdorked with Volcer PV
mf—jﬂea&S Va &Seneon and L.V\

O ther PLQCQS oo, ho el olweys
caf\?go,moul C‘Ompoiy Jag il ok Shov p i~k
anol ,Qay Sen ce Oj hunoour . Vollcor way
A ConSuMmole pr*ofcmiomaj, e)Q/YQW\OJJ
LCﬂON/coLaO&htn aad Al N hQacl:j o
Shore s —%X‘,per(_',@mCa_ bl mquwj

W\FUAQ Cawre od blOLOji(‘oJ NPO.POJY[S‘
disorpmamet. P A

@ODJLLM > o R waNe v

Jorno. Miler ed JTohn Wad kay Ok



\olKee wWas C\(}‘rem"\‘wqw e wonll

be Som(\( weesed b o “+he BWIC

5 Hm\r (/\Q R I” P = }40-L\ WOO{
US ML 10




: Filippa Lentzos o
#y @Filippalentzos

#1972BWC delegates are invited to pay
tribute to Dr Volker Beck in commemorative
book located at the back of meeting room
#BWCMX1 #BWCMX2 #BWCMX3
#BWCMX4 #BWCMX5
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¢ : Amandeep Gill @gioasempre - Aug 7 i
1 Replying to @Filippalentzos
An outstanding colleague and great Supporter of #1972BWC RIP dear friend.
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VERTIC @vertic_org - 19h v
Dr Beck was a true professional, a great
Supporter of the #1972BWC, and a
friend of VERTIC. The community will

build on his legacy. Thank you, Volker,
for your service.

Filippa Lentzos @FilippalLentzos

#1972BWC delegates are invited to
pay tribute to Dr Volker Beck in
commemorative book located at the
back of meeting room #BWCMX1
#BWCMX2 #BWCMX3 #BWCMX4
#BWCMX5
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